
Deschutes River Trail - Pacific Park To Davis Park

Construction - December 2009 to August 2010 



Å The planned Deschutes River Trail (DRT) 

extends south about 19 miles from the  

community of  Tumalo (and Tumalo State Park) 

to the southern edge of  Bend.  The 16-mile 

portion within the Bend Park and Recreation 

District connects 17 separate park sites and 

natural areas along the Deschutes River.  

Approximately 12 miles of  the DRT exists as 

either a natural, aggregate or paved surface.

Å The 2010 completion of  this trail project (Phases 

I and II) closed a system gap through Pacific, 

Pioneer, Riverside and Davis Parks which provide 

a continuous public ownership along the east 

bank of  the river  adjacent to downtown Bend.

Å The future Phase III portion includes a 

pedestrian/bike bridge that will connect 

neighborhoods on both sides of  the river to 

downtown Bend.
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Objective:  Complete an Urban Trail Infill Project



Pioneer Park and the Deschutes River in Bend, OR
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Construction Status:  Project Initiated December 2009
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Design:

Old fencing replaced with green 

metal fabric and moved back for 

trail clearance.  Irrigation pipes 

were removed, re-welded, and 

lowered into a steel trench drain.

Before

After

Issues:

An old galvanized metal fabric 

fence (with òno trespassingó sign) 

extended across district property 

and was blocking access.  The 

existing elevated irrigation pipes  

blocked access as well.



Trench Drain with Removable ADA-compliant Top Grates 



After

Issues:

Narrow ROW between low head 

dam and condominium unit, 

existing grade exceeded ADA 

guidelines, and old metal fabric 

fencing topped with barbed wire.

Before

Design:

Low retaining walls installed to 

support new trail and security 

fencing, fill was added to meet 

ADA grades, roof  drains 

redirected away from trail.



New accessible trail and 6õ tall 

security fencing at the low 

head dam.

Before

After



Before

Issues:

Insufficient ROW width between 

the river and mature tree(s) to 

build the full-width trail.  Cross 

slope exceeds ADA guidelines.  

Constructing trail inside of  trees 

would encroach onto private 

property.

After

Design:

Trail was raised and reinforced 

with a small concrete retaining 

wall, and split into 4õ sections 

around the tree to eliminate the 

need for river fill.



Looking upstream, the new 

trail was re-graded and acts as 

the formal portage path 

connecting to a new 

watercraft put-in provided 

below the low head dam.

Before

After



Gravel path to the new 

watercraft put-in constructed 

below the dam.  A skill level 

warning sign was also 

installed at the put-in as a 

reminder that this is not for 

the casual floater.

Before

After



Issues:

The trail running and cross slopes 

exceeded ADA guidelines 

approaching the south end of  the 

new cantilevered bridge.  Narrow 

ROW between the tree, river and 

building.

Before

After

Design:

The trail approach was re-graded 

and elevated with added rocks 

above the riverõs edge, including 

additional soil fill above tree roots 

to meet ADA grade guidelines.



This perspective looking 

upstream at the pre-existing 

condition shows the significant 

cross slope issue and narrow 

ROW.

Before

After

Added fill and rock placement 

elevated the trail without the 

need for a retaining wall and 

created additional width for the 

accessible trail section.



Before

Views showing the south 

approach to the bridge 

demonstrating the narrow ROW 

and design solutions including 

some boulder placing to retain 

new fill and redirecting the roof  

downspout away from the trail.

After



Issue:

Existing ROW extended down 

slope and over boulders into the 

river leaving no room for 

traditional trail construction.

Design:

Construction included concrete 

footings to support steel I-beams, 

an inner retaining wall, and a 70õ 

cantilevered concrete-filled 

galvanized tray for the trail surface.  

The concrete face was stained to 

better match surrounding rocks.

Before

After



Concrete footings, steel I-beams, an inner retaining wall, and a cantilevered concrete-filled 

galvanized tray for the trail surface.  Some boulders split with mechanical means.



Issue:

Narrow ROW between existing 

deck, tree and river where north 

end of  cantilevered bridge 

touches back down to grade.

Before

After

Design:

North bridge approach includes 

a new low retaining wall adjacent 

to the river to support new 

elevated trail outside of  mature 

tree.  Safety railing was extended 

beyond the bridge.



View showing the concrete 

split-rail fencing used 

throughout the project to 

help delineate the private 

property and the public trail.

Before

After



Issue:

Interpretive historical sign was 

located within a riparian area 

and in the wrong location to 

provide the correct user 

information regarding the 

location of  the former swim 

tank.

Before

AfterDesign:

After consulting with the Des Chutes 

Historical Society and a long-time 

resident/former user of  the swim 

tank, the marker was relocated 

adjacent to the new trail, facing the 

original swim tank location.



The 1927 òSwim Tankó 

used heated river water 

and was built by the 

Kirtsis brothers at their 

Bend Auto Court where 

they charged a 10 cent 

admission to use it.  The 

tank actually forms the 

foundation of  the building.


