
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Comprehensive Plan Community Workshop #1 Summary 
Introduction 
On March 1, 2017, a public workshop was held at the offices of the Bend Park and Recreation District 
(BPRD) as part of the development of the BPRD Comprehensive Plan. Thirty-eight individuals attended 
the meeting and provided feedback. This document summarizes the comments collected. Photographs 
of the graphically recorded meeting notes are attached for reference.  

Workshop Overview 
The purpose of the workshop was to provide multiple methods for the community to inform the 
direction of the Comprehensive Plan. After preliminary introductions, the team delivered a PowerPoint 
presentation to describe the planning process, the existing park and recreation system, local 
demographic trends and characteristics of BPRD users. This was followed by a group discussion about 
what is or is not great about parks and recreation in Bend. 

Participants were then split into groups around four topics:  

• A park system that works for youth, seniors and people with disabilities; 
• Bend's unique natural environment and features; 
• An interconnected system of trails; and 
• A growing and more densely populated Bend. 

 
The small group discussions focused on optimizing the park system in relation to the four topics. Each 
group had a large map of the District to record place-based ideas and comments. Facilitators helped 
record the discussions at each table, particularly the aspects that were not place-based, and ensured 
that each participant had an opportunity to speak. Afterwards, each group reported their ideas to the 
larger group. Key points from the initial discussion and each group discussion are summarized in the 
sections that follow. 
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Findings 
Group Discussion “What is Great, What is Not” 
The initial, facilitate group discussion was recorded graphically on the wall during the meeting. An image 
of these notes is provided below and key points are explained.  

 

In the discussion about what is great about the system overall, the following topics were emphasized: 

• The community supports funding for BPRD.  
• Social activities for seniors, especially active seniors, are readily available. 
• Trails are appreciated by the community and loops are popular. 
• Tourism is a value-added aspect of Bend’s park and recreation system. 
• The system is growing and flexible. 
• Bend has special facilities such as the Bend Whitewater Park, The Pavilion and dog parks. 
• Facilities and amenities are distributed around Bend, providing broad access and suggesting 

equity in the growth of the system. 
• Conserving natural resources and the natural environment are priorities. 
• BPRD parks and facilities are well maintained. The community can see BPRD’s high standards for 

care.  
• BPRD has done a good job of diversifying the types of parks and facilities it provides: Bend 

Whitewater Park, The Pavilion, bike skills course, skate park, Big Sky master plan, etc.  

In the discussion about what is not great about the system overall, the following topics were 
emphasized: 

• Connectivity is challenging in some neighborhoods not designed for pedestrian or bicycle access. 
• New recreation opportunities are needed (ideas such as fitness equipment were offered). 
• Agency coordination needs improvement. 
• Clearer communication of the future of undeveloped park property. 
• Support for teens through services and facilities is important, especially beyond sports. 
• Lack of a skate park on the west side, serving a diversity of styles. 
• The system is expensive, resulting in a high tax burden. 
• More natural areas are needed. 
• Water reductions in landscaping are needed. 
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• The system needs a more diverse look, with parks expressing unique identity. 
• Need improvements for cyclists, such as mountain biking and pump tracks. 

Small Group Activities 
After the workshop was split into smaller discussions, each group was asked to report back themes from 
their discussions around strengths, challenges and opportunities. This summary discussion was captured 
in a wall graphic, while the detailed notes at each table (facilitated by District staff) were also 
transcribed and included below.   

 

Group Report-Backs 
When the small groups reported back after the activity, the following topics were consistently noted: 

• The system needs to be safe and accessible for pedestrians and cyclists. 
• Growth should be equitable and incorporate unique places and new, big housing developments. 
• New features such as boulders, slack lines, nature play and fitness equipment are desired. 
• A more natural feel, including less turf, is desired. 

Participants identified the following opportunities: 

• Keep aging people young through programs and outdoor opportunities. 
• Add interesting features along trails for kids, such as bike features. 
• Utilize school properties. 
• Encircle Bend with trails and natural spaces. 
• Create contemplative spaces. 
• Engaging people with parks can foster pride and support. 
• Seek community guidance for land acquisitions. 
• Create a ‘bike highway’ for cyclists and pedestrians. 
• Develop complete communities with attractions that draw people to new areas. 
• Create more connections to the Deschutes River Trail.  
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• Improving access to the system will facilitate more frequent and longer visits while encouraging 
new people to visit. 

Participants identified the following challenges: 

• The west side of the system is more planned but the east side enjoys better land acquisition 
opportunities.  

• Improvements for youth and seniors are important but might create challenges with compatible 
uses. 

• Accessibility of parks. 
• Many needed trail connections have no on-street or sidewalk connections. 
• A current inventory of privately owned natural spaces would help identifying what to preserve. 
• Neighborhoods designed without trails in mind will need extensive work to  
• People rely heavily on automobiles. 

In addition to the strengths noted in the earlier conversation, the report-backs noted a major strength of 
the system is that potential partners are available. 

Group Mapping Activity and Discussion 
For each map, non-place-based comments are summarized in bullet points. Place-based comments are 
presented verbatim in text boxes on cropped versions of the activity maps in the pages that follow. 

Topic 1: A park system that works for youth, seniors and people with disabilities 
General topics discussed included: 

• Pedestrian challenges 
o ADA, traffic, sight/hearing impairment  

• Idea- Minneapolis corkscrew connectivity  
• Olney, Norton- areas of residence for people with disabilities  
• Cost concerns- eastside 
• Need: contemplative usage, cultural appreciation, arboretum 
• A good park system keeps seniors “young” 
• Idea- treasure hunt/ quest 
• East-west dynamic 
• New= able to plan 
• Older/established neighborhoods need retrofitting 

Challenges identified included: 

• Lack of bike/pedestrian connectivity on eastside 
• How to engage teens/young adults? 

o Skate parks 
o Slacklining 
o Climbing structures 
o Parkour spaces (obstacle courses made of existing features in the built or natural 

environment).  
o Bars/calisthenics areas 
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o Natural areas to play/explore 

Opportunities identified included: 

• Create multi-use trails 
• “Quests” - nature hunts through parks and nature areas. For families, and all ages. Keep people 

in areas longer and information about flora and fauna etc. 
• No talk about wildlife? How can we use parkland to support not only human needs but also to 

support habitat/food/open space for wildlife? 

 

 

Hollinshead Park 
-Community garden (great), 
need more 
-Useful for all ages 

Difficult area 

-Not developed 
-Buy the land between Hwy 20 
and Bear Creek West of Ward 
Rd before it’s developed and 
all built 

-Natural area 
-Parcel between Hwy 20 and 
Bear Creek west of Ward Rd 
-Year round ponds fed by 
canals - slated for 
development: purchase this 
and keep pond - Park Rec 
Natural Area 

-Larkspur Fitness and Senior 
Center 
-Lower income aging 
populations need a space to 
gather and do ‘social’ activities. 
Not all seniors are in the 
‘active/fit’ category. We do not 
want to lose the ‘atmosphere’ 
for our seniors. 

-Cultural 
-Aesthetic 
-Gardens 
-Museums 
-Mind 

Topic 1: A park system that works for youth, seniors and 
people with disabilities 
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Topic 2: Bend’s unique natural environment and features 
General topics discussed included: 

• Proximity/easy access to Deschutes National Forest 
• Natural areas in parks 
• More friendly/comfortable for some 
• Unique- desert/forest/ mountains 
• Ponds on Bear Creek Road, would love to see parks there 
• COID property off Brookswood- maintain access 
• River rim area- protect/enhance 
• Keep everything as natural as possible 
• No cheatgrass 
• Natural area between Senior Center and Wildcat/Tempest across from 15th-opportunity 

“wildflower” 
• Enjoy natural areas more than developed areas 
• Larkspur trail connectivity/just ends at Pilot Butte 
• Stay ahead of development 
• Inventory/identify areas that should be protected/highlighted 
• Balanced access to nature across park system 
• Connectivity 

Strengths identified included: 

• Many good natural areas 
• River well preserved, access 
• Pilot Butte, Shevlin 

Challenges identified included: 

• Development pressures, plan to preserve natural areas 
o Wildflower, etc. are planned for development - people aren’t informed 

• Keep river etc. natural, risk of overuse 

Opportunities identified included: 

• Connectivity 
• Identify opportunities and listen to residents about gems 
• Work with Park District to identify unique features, contact neighborhood association 
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-Areas of interest 

-Area of opportunity 
-Need cut out onto Neff 

-Great wildlife parcel 
-Preserve this 
pond/wetland/wildlife 
habitat area - would be 
great park in a park-
deficient part of the city 

-Creek closed 

? 

-[illegible] Access - leave 
alone 

-Please keep natural and 
work with canal district 

-Keep natural bluff/view 
of river (and river access) 

Topic 2: Bend’s unique natural environment and features 
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Topic 3: An interconnected trail system  
General topics discussed included: 

• More trailhead/ access to Shevlin park 
• More connectivity around/ near Pilot Butte 
• U.S. Forest Service Road 4601 Connectivity  
• Older parks lack sidewalks  
• More connectivity in general 
• Path east to west/easier access to the Old Mill 
• Build a skate park on ODOT property north of town 
• Street turned into a walking path 
• Need major walk/bike connections east to west 

Strengths identified included: 

• Good trail base to build off 
• Deschutes River Trail 

Challenges identified included: 

• Property 
• Funding 
• Consider what’s realistic 

Opportunities identified included: 

• Add Deschutes River Trail connection from pedestrian bridge to Southern Trail to Sunriver 
• Think about what large percentage of population would benefit from improved trails/walkability 

in increasingly dense areas 
• Consider how to integrate trails, get easements, etc. BEFORE new developments are built 
• N/S and E/W connections 
• Turn a street into a walking boulevard - decommission it - to create an artery in areas with no 

sidewalks 
• Work with ODOT and use their land 
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-Trails 

-The pond north of Bear 
Creek Rd east of the UGB 
would make a great park! 

-Work with ODOT 

-ODOT land 

-Walking path to 
downtown (pleasant!) 

-Parks and walkable areas 

-Connect Larkspur to Pilot 
Butte 

-There is a great potential 
for a trail along the canal 
from Stevens Road to Neff 
at Big Sky Park! 

-We need a walking/bike 
path between Reed Market 
and Hwy 20 along 27th St 

-Connect  
-Improve surface 

-Here’s an idea: can we have 
a connector trail between 
Larkspur Trail and 
Larch/Hawthorne Street 
through the cemetery? 

-Better crossing 

-Need trail 

-More and safer 
crossings on 
Brookswood 

-Need NW/SE 
connection before 
Healy Bridge 

-Could a street be 
made to a major 
walking bike path 
underpass on the 
parkway 
decommission 
street for walking? 

-Formalize 

-Non-car 
ways to get 
to Old Mill 

Topic 3: An interconnected trail system  
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Topic 4: A growing and more densely populated Bend 
General topics discussed included: 

• Green growth 
• Pine Nursery- impacts from development 
• Only 2 small parks planned off Butler market in UGB expansion [staff provided clarification that 

only the acreage, not the specific parks have been identified] 
• Plan for parks in next UGB expansion between Hanby Road & 27th 
• Outer ring of trails and connections 
• Parkway- look at Boise trail, Summit County Colorado for examples 
• East west connectivity needed 
• Get people out of their cars 
• Fill gaps in trails 
• Juniper Swim and Fitness Center is small- too crowded 
• Consider growing up, not out 
• Greenways 
• Coordinate access to forest w/ U.S. Forest Service/ Central Oregon Irrigation District, OSU 

Cascades 
• Underutilizing school grounds? 
• Look for additional community park space to accommodate events (existing parks are full) 
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-I love the idea of general 
purpose play/exercise features 
for all ages. Logs, walls, 
boulders, climbing features - 
playing in the parks isn’t just for 
kids. 
-Walkability from east to west 
(downtown) and east to 
southwest (the Old Mill) is a top 
request for me. Would be nice if 
travel/walking paths and parks 
are included in the new 
development between 2nd and 
4th and Revere to Wilson. 

-Complete neighborhoods as 
Bend builds 

-Park lands - opportunity for 
new park with large water 
feature and mature vegetation - 
good wildlife habitat 

-Larger places that draw people 
to alleviate pressure on existing 
sites 

-Loved to death 

-Higher utilization of The 
Pavilion all seasons 

Topic 4: A growing and more densely populated Bend  
 



Bend Park and Recreation District Comprehensive Plan 
Focus Group Questions  P a g e  | 12 

Additional Comments 
A small number of notes were collected from individual participants that were not associated with a 
particular map. These comments are captured below. 

Challenges: 

• Larkspur dumps onto Neff without cutout 
• Juniper Swim and Fitness Center is pricey, weight room needs to be expanded 
• Need easy connection between Juniper Swim and Fitness Center and Senior Center 
• Trail system needs connectivity 

Opportunities: 

• We have City of Bend, Canal Districts, federal lands with whom to work  
• City, Canal Districts, School District, U.S. Forest Service lands for recreation. 
• Need to identify and protect natural areas worth preserving 
• Need to work with developers to incorporate trails and access to parks, building “complete 

communities” as Bend expands. 
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