
South UGB Bridge Public Comments Received via Questionnaire, Open House 
and Email.  
 
As of 4-23-14 
 
General Project Comments 

 
• Bad idea 

 
• The bridge is a fantastic project. 

 
• It's imperative that any new bridge be open to bikes 

 
• Please build the bridge so I can stop driving to get to the mountain bike trails. Please. Long 

overdue. 
 

• Thank you!!! 
 

• Let's get this done soon 
 

• Please make it happen. Being able to ride or hike the trail through, would be a fantastic 
community asset 
 

• This would be so nice for South East side residents to use current west side trail systems!!!! 
 

• Just make it happen, it is LONG overdue!!!! 
 

• This project is Paramount to SW Bend residents and our quality of life. Please do all that is 
possible to get this through!!!! Thank You! 
 

• This is a great plan as trail users in SW Bend on the East side of the river won't have to 
commute (drive) to Farewell Bend Park or the other Parks near the Old Mill to use the river 
trail actively. 
 

• Do NOT do it. Unnecessary waste of taxpayer dollars. 
 

• The map does not contain a specific proposed trail route near River Rim and therefore this 
process is significantly flawed and will likely be challenged. 
 

• Can't wait to have more access! Thank you 
 

• Area is too important for wildlife to increase traffic 
 

• I like the idea of having a continuous bike trail along the river. There are sections that are 
off limits or don't have a trail, and that needs to be addressed so that anyone can commute 
or recreate on a bike along the river on either or both sides. 
 

• I would like to have access to the river and trail in multiple ways which the new bridge and 
parking lot will allow. 



 
• Build! 

 
• Based on the Elk Meadow, when there are a lot of dogs, there is less wildlife. I'm assuming 

this trail will not go through a protected area that might disrupt habitats. 
 

• Just build it. 
 

• It’s a great project for generations to enjoy! 
 

• This is a great project and the idea of extending the River Trail and a bridge are both very 
favorable. 

 
• The proposed trailhead and trail areas are heavily forested and present a real fire danger.  

Those who live in the area fear more fires since the 1990 Awbrey Hall fire decimated the 
area.  Additionally, a fire started by humans in 2010 threatened some of the same homes.  
Trespassing on private land is also a concern and infringement on the river easement along 
River Bend Drive.  This easement is for fishing foot traffic only. 

 
• Working toward an interest in a safe bike way from DRW to town.  It’s very disappointing 

that individuals have been allowed to rob the public of a river level route.  I’m in favor of a 
Tumalo to Sunriver route.  I assume west side has USFS route possibilities.  I think a 
crossing from the south end of eastside housing (DRW) to connect to (assumed) west side 
routes would be good.  I’m unaware of any established bike lanes in DRW and I do not 
know if you have any biking population in DRW to justify such a consideration. 
 

• “walking bridge” – good plan (South UGB Bridge) (easy access from River Bend Drive)  
Add a second walking bridge to create a trail loop. 

• I think it is a great idea and much needed access to the west side of the river. 
 

• Will there be parking on the west side?  Who owns land between Cinder Cone and River?  
We would access the west side more often if there was a bridge.  We drive now since a 
long north till a bridge crosses the river for bike usage.  Will there be any off-trail areas to 
ride mtn bikes?  How will it connect to Sunriver (e.g., Dillon, Benham, Rd 41, etc.)  Horses?  
They are on other areas of this trail connection.  Any user fees? (e.g., NW Forest Pass) 
 

• Great idea, I love the idea of having better access to the river trails west side from River 
Rim. 
 

• Tie in Buck Canyon/Cinder Cone Trail to Elk Meadow and existing park on east side of 
Cinder Cone. 

 
• Looking forward to residents or DRW finally having legal/public access to the Deschutes 

River! 
 

• It would be wonderful to have a fenced dog run park, but that might not be feasible. 
 

• This is important elk winter range habitat and there has been cumulative reduction of area 
and human incursion in this area – this is an area where the elk cross the river, please 
leave the elk alone.  Also in the River Survey some years ago the consensus for the 



southern reach was to leave it wild and untouched.  There is also a Blue Heron rookery in 
this area – why must humans go everywhere?  Have access to everything – give the 
critters a break.  The existing river trail on the east side (COID) is hammered – don’t want 
to see that happen to the south.  There has not been adequate signage of the river trail 
north of River Rim Park so people get lost.  This is wild and scenic part of the river – no 
bridges! 

 
• Do we need parking?? 
 
• We just moved to Bend in Sept. 2013 so have not become familiar with the trail much yet 

we live in DRW where there is no public access to the river and would love access. 
 

• The map is not specific enough.  There should be a trail from or through the River Bend 
Estates along the river through the sanctuary to access South Bend as long as it does not 
infringe on personal property. 

 
• Great plan! 

 
• Love the idea of riding a bike to Sunriver on a bike path! 

 
• I am concerned about increased traffic on the cinder cone as my lot backs up to it.  Often, 

people on the trail create their own paths so that they can get a look at our backyards.  OK 
for neighbors, but not the entire county or much less visitors. 

 
• Make it so. 

 
• I am unclear as to how to access the bridge from the Buck Canyon parking lot.  It happens 

that somehow one would have to cross an area that is privately owned (Thompson).  I am 
very concerned about trail users parking on River Rim’s narrow streets with parking allowed 
only on one side of the street.  How will that be managed?  In addition, if the northern 
parking area is chosen, the people in the homes on Charleston in river Rim will back up to 
a parking lot, public bathroom, etc.  I am sure that is not something they anticipated or 
would welcome. 

 
• As the Bend area grows in a southwesterly direction, access to outdoor areas becomes 

important to the population.  Convenient points of access encourage outdoor play, 
recreation and exercise for all generations adding to a healthy lifestyle.  Thank-you (BPRD) 
for your vision in this area. 
 

• Since we live in River Rim we would access the proposed trails and bridge by foot or bikes. 
 

• Thank you for opening the planning process for this project to the community.  Public river 
access is greatly needed in this southwest region and a bridge will greatly improve access 
to west side trails. 

 
• Impact on residential traffic where there is already a problem in river Rim with speeding and 

traffic.  Proximity to the “wildlife area” – we’ve already lost the elk migration corridor in this 
area, now let’s get rid of the remaining wildlife?  They like parking lots!!  Trash impact- 
bottles, cans, plastic “full” dog poo bags, cigarette butts now to be found in this area of the 
river?  The city can’t maintain the existing trail!  “a bridge to where”?  I’m sure this would be 



beneficial to the developer and landowner as a “project amenity”.  There are thousands of 
acres of recreational sites near Bend and the Deschutes River that are accessible.  Keep it 
out of River Rim!  Too bad our city forefathers did not designate this area as a Wild and 
Scenic river before the masses arrived to spoil what little remaining wilderness we have. 

 
I was appalled at the future plans for connecting Bend with Sunriver, via the Deschutes 
River Trail Project.  Here are a few of my MANY concerns: 
1) Are residents on the WEST side exempt from such impacts on their property or is it 
easier to place the parking lot, access, and destruction of the environment on the EAST 
side where there is more likely to be a favorable response by the masses? 
 
2) Impact on river Rim Traffic – there is a significant traffic and safety issue already existing 
within this neighborhood.  With only two access roads (that cut through 19mph private 
streets), how can the increased flow of visitors that will be using the parking lot, trail and 
bridge be regulated for safety and quiet domain? 
 
3) Trash impact—I have walked the existing trail, and with great disappointment and 
disgust I find beer cans, soda cans, plastic water bottles, full dog poop bags, cigarette 
butts, and Styrofoam cups.  Inevitably these pollutants wash into the river.  There are not 
enough serviceable trash containers that are regularly maintained by the city.  River 
pollution impact has not been addressed or mentioned in your public proposals. 
 
4) After years of economic downturn for builders and developers, I’m sure this “recreational 
amenity” would benefit those who wish to go forward with property development. 
 
5) Significant impact on one of the last remaining wildlife corridors in the area – the River 
Rim development admit tingly destroyed a wildlife wintering grounds for elk.  However, we 
are left to enjoy the presence of large deer herds and other wildlife.  This will be gone a well 
if access is opened to increased numbers of people.  Wildlife goes elsewhere. 
 
6) There are THOUSANDS OF ACRES available for public access to the Deschutes River 
and natural sites.  Why destroy the solitude and safety of this area, when illegal activities 
and behaviors cannot be regulated as it is.  Too bad our city forefathers did not designate 
this area as a “Wild and Scenic River” before the Business Development department 
invited the masses to impact what little remains of the wilderness near our peaceful homes. 
 
7) I also realize jobs are guaranteed with this ongoing project and development, 
unfortunately at the cost of habitat loss and environmental impact. 
 

• Concerned about parking location, concerned about people streaming through my 
backyard.  Would greater clarity on parking and the route to trails primarily. 
 

• We are very excited about getting this for walking/riding to the Westside. 
 
• Please build as soon as possible. 

 
• All dogs on-leash, spend your money enforcing that.  College kids partying up and down 

the Deschutes.  Save your money for enforcing that. 
 



• Project is very important!  The river trail from Snowbrush Dr. towards the Mill District is too 
isolated to feel safe.  The fast water not safe for pets or kids, too big of a risk.  Would love 
access to Forest Service Land across the river.   
 

• Our concerns re: placing the bridge and parking next to private residential areas are: 
1. How would the HOA’s be compensated for street upkeep with added traffic? 
2. Who would monitor traffic speed in residential areas?  Many children walk and play 
here. 
3. What about those who do not use the proposed parking areas?  River Rim streets are 
narrow with limited parking. 
4. Effect on wildlife that use the corridor from Elk Meadow to the river. 
 

• Please keep working on a trail between River Rim Park and this trailhead/bridge. 
 

• We are excited for the opportunity to have more trail access on both sides of the river! 
 

• You are showing a public trail access on Bachelor View Rd. that does not exist.  This is a 
private road with no parking and no access to the river loop trail except for the few 
residents of hat road.  Please remove it from future maps so that there is no 
misunderstanding with the public. 
 

• I have only one main concern.  About four times a year my wife and I help/force/warn 
people out of the water as rafters believe they can raft from River Rim Park and points 
upstream to the Old Mill area.  Putting across the proposed bridge will only compound this 
problem.  Yes, I know a few signs have been put up, but no one maintains these signs 
about dangerous waters ahead nor does anyone read signs as they float by on their little 
inner tubes.  Some areas you propose increased access to are also used for cliff diving.  
So just be prepared for these issues as you proceed ahead.  Search and Rescue practice 
in this area multiple times each summer.  They tell me their response time is at least one 
hour, so local residents are forced to do the rescue. 

 
• This is an expensive project with many environmental consequences. Not a high priority. 

 
• This is a great plan as trail users in SW Bend on the East side of the river won't have to 

commute (drive) to Farewell Bend Park or the other Parks near the Old Mill to use the river 
trail actively. 
 

• Traffic impact to River Rim where many children play and ride bikes 
 

• Make the parking area accessible during the winter by having paved roads to access it. 
buck canyon road is not paved, and therefore accessible only to those with 4-wheel drive. 

 
• Bachelor View Road is private, why is it shown on the map? 

 
• I don’t want to lose one inch of the “good dog” area.  If this change means a possibility of 

loss of dog trails, then I don’t want it.  We have already lost too much territory as it is.  Bend 
and its trails need to stay off-leash dog friendly! 

 
• I know it’s still probably a ways off, but this is extremely exciting! 

 



• We have MAJOR concerns of a trail/bridge/parking anywhere near the area of DRW 
because of fire danger.  Adding people to the trails and not able to add the fire protection in 
the area is ludicrous.  DRW has always been and always will be a fire concern area.  
Furthermore, the residents along the river south of the city chose their residency because 
of the remoteness.  Putting public trails in their backyards is NOT respectful of their space.  
Finally, this sounds like a proposed bicycle freeway from Tumalo to Sunriver.  I have felt 
unsafe numerous times on walking/biking paths on the river trail.  Have there been impact 
studies done: traffic, wildlife, etc.? 

 
• Your questionnaire is obviously skewed.  Having input from a source with a different point 

of view would have made this more valid. 
 

• What are the estimated costs and where is this funding coming from?  It’s not possible to 
determine whether to advocate for this project without knowing the cost or funding source. 

 
• Tell the river rim community that they can't tow cars parked for river access. 

 
• Buck Canyon Road is a terrible place for a trail head, that area is already prone to heavy 

erosion and wash-boarding and the locals are well armed and Pissed Off! 
 

• I would have moved to this area had there been DRT access. Bridge is an absolute must. 
Thank you. 
 

• Trail connection should access the biking trails on the west side of the river. 
 

• Please make sure there is bike access with connectivity to mountain bike trails 
 

• I think this is a great idea to lower the number of cyclists who drive to west side trailheads.. 
 

• YOU ROCK!!!! The trails in Bend are just awesome and you are the BEST park and 
recreation org in the world. I trust you to do the right thing, which I know is complicated. 
Thanks. 
 

• We do need bike access for people accessing the trails from home case opposed to driving 
to Tetherow or other spots to ride 
 

• This project will make the SW side of Bend a much more desirable place to live. Keep up 
the good work. Thank you. 
 

• A bridge would allow significant recreation opportunity- I would not have to drive to ride- 
one less truck in Bend! 
 

• No matter where it goes. A river crossing in SW bend is sorely needed for recreationists 
getting from SW Bend to all the west side trails/areas. This is a must! 
 

• This will be Huge for Mountain Bikers who live in SW Bend. Currently we have to ride the 
very popular river trail on the west side (which is packed with hikers) to get to reed market 
and then head West toward Entrada/Tetherow and access Phil's trail complex from there. 
This will be a great and needed addition and will get a lot of people who drive to the trails 
more incentive to ride across the river to the trails. 



 
• The bridge and trail connection will cut down on the amount of traffic traveling from sw 

Bend neighborhoods, such as Teton Lane where I live, traveling to the Entrada Lodge area. 
 

• Expanding this area only expands usage and it's over used as it is! Leave well enough 
alone! 
 

• River Rim Park is currently used as an access point for whitewater kayakers during the 
summer. People come from all over the northwest to kayak this section of the Deschutes. 
The parking is not sufficient and has led to conflicts with residents 
 

• Please build it. The more walk/ride options/alternatives to roads shared with traffic the 
better. Improving access to this and other trails that doesn't require parking is ideal. 
 

• This would be great for so many users! I bike, run and dog walk so I couldn't pick one use! 
 

• Improved launch for kayaks at River Rim would be nice, the trees anchored in that area are 
a hazard. 

 
• I think this is a brilliant idea and fully support it.  It really does not make sense that you have 

to drive 10 miles to access what is right across the river.  I would love to be able to ride 
from my house and access these trails. 

 
• Please leave the area as it is or put parking lot and foot bridge at north end of River Ridge 

– not Buck Canyon off of Brookswood! 
 

• Thanks for the open house.  I was not aware it was so early in the process. I still think the 
river Rim area is a concern because there is no trail through there.  Looking forward to 
updates. 

 
• If Elk Meadow Trail is heavily used, concern for safety of houses backing meadow.  

Vandalism of river Rim and pond.  Break-ins by backyards.  Who will pay for maintenance 
of River Rim property? 

 
• Thanks Steve and BPRD crew!  Appreciate your hard work on this. 

 
• Keep us informed.  We need to be able to be part of the work groups.  Where is the trash 

going to end up?  Buck Canyon must be paved!  No questions asked (if) Stinski will allow 
his property (to be used) with provision that Buck Canyon will be paved.  If not then River 
Rim access. 

 
• This is a no-brainer - it needs to happen.  It is not expensive – give us a path and trail to 

Meadow Camp.  Trail users are conscientious, we will take care of it and keep it low 
maintenance.  It will give us a great extension to nature activities. 

 
• Parking is our #1 concern!  Our property is adjacent to P&R property (Cinder Butte).  There 

is no extra parking available.  Even now people come up and park to use the trail on Cinder 
Butte.  

 
 



Bridge 
 
• Yes. I think that the important thing is to get the bridge and trail built. Do not worry about 

bathrooms or trailheads. I think we will get a great "bang for our buck" with this project. Trail 
users will gain so much more recreational options, and this seems like it should not cost 
that much. You are doing so many in town family parks with swing sets, etc. You really 
need to consider the adults who live here who primarily love to be on wilderness trails. This 
is the essence of Central Oregon, and this project should have been done years ago. This 
should be a high priority. Get it done. It will be low maintenance and all trail users that I 
have encountered are responsible and care about keeping our woods natural. I will be 
happy to help you build it. I bet the community would build it for you for free. What are you 
waiting for? Thanks for making this happen, and soon! 
 

• This is a nice undeveloped, natural area. Don't we already have enough bridges over the 
river? 

 
• This will enhance livability in South Bend. The bridge will be great for families! 

 
• Certain residents living along Bachelor View have in the past worked with the forest service 

in blocking off trails along the fence line to limit hikers from coming near their property line. 
So far they have succeeded in manipulating the government to not build anything near their 
house. I hope they do not do the same with this project. We are very much in need of 
greater trail access because they have closed trails we have used out there.  A bridge 
across the water would open up so many more options. 

 
• The bridge should access directly to USFS property as originally planned, this is most 

efficient. This project is a huge benefit to the tax payers in Bend and is the only reason I 
voted for the bond. I encourage bpandr to make this happen. 

 
• A bridge here will cause more problems than it's worth. 
 
• I strongly support the bridge and trail connections project. As a heavy user of all the trails 

west of Bend having access to them without having to drive would be a substantial saver of 
time and resources. 

 
• The location of the Deschutes River bridge crossing needs to comply with the Upper 

Deschutes Wild & Scenic River & State Scenic Waterway Management Plan, July 1996 
(www.rivers.gov/management-plans.php) page 42 A-5 "New bridges...will be discouraged 
where no reasonable alternative exists, adverse effects to scenic quality will be minimized 
by using existing rights of way and structures or by burying lines." The closer the bridge is 
sited to the Bend UGB the less infringement on W&SR scenic resources. Additionally, river 
access to persons with disabilities should be provided by the project. Examples of USDA-
FS barrier-free trail segments are maintained at Big Eddy, Dillon Falls and Benham Falls 
trailheads. As a steward of Deshutes River Trail from 2008 to 2012, I help maintain this 
trails which will be impacted by increased user traffic and ensuing user-conflicts. Certain 
segments of the DRT are threatened by impacts of increased user traffic, including a 
segment just south of Seventh Mountain Resort easement where an uprooted tree within 6 
ft. downslope of the trail threatens the stability of the slope. Additionally, I am concerned 
that public access to the COID service road which is now posted as "Not a Public Trail" is 



threatened by lack of easement as exists for the Seventh Mountain Resort portion of DRT. 
What is BPRD doing to resolve my concerns? 

 
• What is the access between the existing trail and the new bridge?  We live in River Rim but 

this seems to be part of the missing link.  How will the trail continue in this area?  We 
thought this was private land.  We love the idea of a bridge and look forward to it but just 
don’t want it to be a waste of time and money that does not result in anything 

 
• A better place for parking is on USFS land located just west of the Entrada Lodge.  I think it 

is just a matter of short time before ODOT builds a bridge across the river to USFS land 
and to the Inn of the Seventh Mtn. area.  Reed Market Road is proven to be inadequate 
west of the Bill Healy Bridge even by today’s traffic.  The proposed new college is going to 
make it even worse.  Central Oregon and Bend needs a new highway crossing south of the 
Reed Market Road.  A bike/pedestrian bridge now would be a big waste of taxpayer 
money. 

 
• I’m thrilled with this bridge!  Now I’m looking forward to a bigger bridge to drive over so I 

can access Mt. Bachelor, etc. about 20 minutes earlier!  Thank you! 
 
• As a resident of the Rim Rock/River Canyon area, I would use the bridge often, if not daily 

weather permitting.  I’m very excited about the project and can’t wait to see the progress. 
 
• I strongly support the proposed bridge and trailhead with or without parking.  I live in River 

Rim and have no objection to the access point being located in River Rim.  I use the access 
point in River Canyon very often and have never witnessed vehicle congestion, parking 
problems or activities that in any way would negatively affect the River Rim neighborhood.  
I also have no problem with the Buck Canyon access point.  Either way it will be a 
significant asset and provide a huge benefit to the area’s residents. 

 
• Another bridge location could be at the north end of the wildlife sanctuary.  Another 

trailhead parking area could be Elk Meadow School. 
 
• Alternate bridge location could be to put it at the irrigation diversion canal take-out point 

below Pine St.  That would solve many issues in one swift move and be a cool place for a 
bridge.  Trailhead parking could be addressed in a few years after utilization data is 
available, or parking is shown as a real issue.  “if you build it they will come”.  I vote that we 
don’t build parking until the true need for it is shown.  If trailhead parking is built, please use 
the Buck Canyon Road location not the River Rim Park access point.  We do not want to 
draw additional traffic into neighborhood streets.  Also, as a key difference, all streets are 
maintained using River Rim HOA dues, so we do not wish to have extra cars drawn into 
River Rim.  The Buck Canyon Road location would be safer traffic access, easier for 
visitors to find, and wear/tear on the roadway would fall onto County vs. just on residents of 
River Rim.  Please make sure fishing is allowed between River Rim Park and the new 
bridge location, including all the open space that is currently fenced-off. 

 
• I don’t think a bridge is necessary to the goal of extending the river trail from Tumalo to 

Sunriver.  The trail alignment already exists on the west side of the river. 
 
• If a compromise location makes it more affordable, I would be for that. 

 



• I’m anxiously awaiting the bridge. 
 

• I live in River Rim and would very much like to see the bridge built.  This would allow me 
access to the Forest Service trail system on the west side.  Any efforts toward this project 
would be appreciated. 

 
• The proposal idea is great – but bridge proposal site has major issues.  A better location 

would be more northerly where the river is not as wide and far away from housing 
developments.  

 
• Please build this Bridge. As a homeowner in SW Bend, I would like to be able to have 

further access to DRT without having to drive 
 

• Make sure the bridge is located so that the trails within the Entrada area are easily 
accessible. Cyclists will be able to access Entrada and the entire Phil's trail system from 
SW Bend. 

 
• Please put in the bridge connecting Buck Canyon to Meadow Camp.  We live on Buck 

Canyon Rd. and would use this bridge frequently.  We have been waiting for this bridge for 
9 years. 

 
• The bridge would be a gem for the city of Bend regardless of the minor inconvenience to us 

who live in River Rim.  Please continue to move the process forward. 
 

• Our priority is protecting property rights! 
 

• Build a bridge please!!  We need access to the west side trails, restroom facilities are 
needed somewhere too! 

 
• Upper Deschutes Wild and Scenic River and State Scenic Waterway.  No new bridges are 

allowed to be built on the Deschutes Wild Scenic River.  Pacific Power and Light tried to put 
up a power line over this exact spot where you are trying to put your bridge and they were 
stopped because it’s a Wild Scenic River.  Their sub-station was even built on Buck 
Canyon Road just west of 97 highway by the railroad tracks.  Keep your bridge inside the 
city limits of Bend where it belongs. 

 
River Rim Parking 
 
• The issue of parking is a significant one. During previous assessments of parking options it 

was the general feeling that the Buck Canyon area location was the most appropriate 
location because of its proximity to the trail. Locating parking in the River Rim community 
will be extremely disruptive to the residents of the community, increasing traffic through the 
private streets, and increase the potential of after-hours mischief and possible crime since 
this area is in a remote part of the community. 

 
• As a River Rim Community Association resident, I am strongly opposed to trailhead parking 

next to River Rim Park if that means accessing the parking area through River Rim. 
 
• We live in River Rim area and our concern is the increased traffic and not driving the speed 

limit which is currently a problem), and road maintenance. Our roads are private and 



maintained by our HOA. Another concern is how it would impact our neighbors living by 
River Rim Park. 

 
• Auto traffic on River Rim Rd is already at an all-time high, this will just add more to a high 

children used area. If this project is approved, look towards future growth and add a 
bridge/parking area at the end of Buck Canyon Rd. 
 

• Just that I don't think creating a parking area in River Rim is a compatible use inasmuch as 
River Rim is a residential area. 

 
• From a parking standpoint, I don't think that is as important. Just for the local 

neighborhoods this is a huge deal for us and I see it as a way to help with home values as 
well. It is just so ridiculous we can't cut over into the Mt. Bachelor community and use those 
trails for our bikes. I am not sure the folks in River Rim will be happy with a parking area 
since their roads are private. Just having this access bridge it huge for our community down 
here and saving us time in the car when we can easily walk or ride our bikes onto the trails. 
 

• I'm very concerned about the possible location of the parking area at the north location near 
RR Park - this is located next to existing homes with significant impact on property values, 
and quality with noise and traffic right out back of those properties. the increased traffic on 
RR Drive is also a concern with high volumes now and many neighborhood children. 
Location of parking just south of the Cinder Cone is much preferred - easier traffic access, 
existing adjacent homes at great distance and at a much higher elevation with less direct 
impact. 

 
• I think the northern parking area makes the most sense as it will give access to Wildflower 

and River Rim Parks too.  Given the access in other areas of the trail, I am unsure how 
much use there will be for a parking area in River Rim.  I don’t think the bridge is necessary 
except for connectivity of the trail around blocks of private property.  What sort of 
funding/support will BPRD have for road maintenance if there in parking on Buck Canyon 
or River Rim Dr.?  If there is enough vehicle travel to necessitate a parking area, the traffic 
will likely wear down the roads much more quickly.  Snow removal, dust, road conditions, 
etc. could be an issue on Buck Canyon if it not paved or actively maintained more than it is 
now.  We are in support of the trail and bridge.  There are so many issues that need to be 
resolved before parking.  The legality of the bridge and where the trail will actually go.  The 
map didn’t provide much information. 

 
• River Rim is private roads – additional traffic would be costly. 
 
• River Rim is comprised of private streets which homeowners pay to maintain.  We don’t 

want/need increased neighborhood traffic and road maintenance costs associated with it.  
The proposed parking area within River Rim will negatively impact the neighborhood.  
Please remove this location from consideration. “NIMBY” 

 
• River Rim is a private community with roads maintained by the owners.  Who will pay for 

the road maintenance due to the increased usage?  A new bond for this project?  If you 
don’t have the money then don’t build it. 
 

• 1) Parking is our #1 concern!  We (near the Cinder Cone) at the end of _______________.  
Parking is extremely limited and we already have a lot of people who drive up here looking 



for a way down to the river.  2) The enclosed map is not very helpful.  Where is the existing 
trail?  Will there be access from the parking area on Buck Canyon to the homes in River 
Rim? 

 
• If you were to put parking off/next to River Rim Park, you would increase the amount of 

traffic on River Rim Drive.  This increased use would directly impact and degrade a road 
paid by HOA fees.  In effect, all river Rim homeowners would be subsidizing public use of 
this road.  Our costs would go up and be an unfair burden.  This is a quiet neighborhood.  
We strongly disagree with any (parking) lot being placed by River Rim Park. 

 
• (parking) I believe the northern location which is close to the trail system along the canal to 

Bend would facilitate access to both trail systems better than the southern location adjacent 
to the Cinder Cone. 

 
• If the River Rim Park location (is chosen) how will the private road (River Rim) be 

maintained as a result of the additional traffic? 
 
• I don’t think creating trailhead parking in River rim is a compatible use as it is a residential 

and the additional traffic could pose safety issues as well as affect the ambience of a 
neighborhood setting. 
 

• There should be no parking allowed on Amber Meadow Drive and the private neighborhood 
streets. 
 

• River Rim is a narrow road – has enough traffic – would greatly impact homeowners on 
Charleswood Lane.  Children on River Rim walking to school – safety concern. 
 

• No parking in River Rim.  This would cause to be in a residential area. 
 

• We do not want trail head parking within River rim Park.  This is a neighborhood.  We don’t 
need more traffic in the neighborhood.  The location off Buck Canyon Rd. sounds good.  
Plenty of room for parking there, less children riding bikes on that road.  It would be OK for 
the bridge to be by the river Rim neighborhood, just not the trailhead parking in our 
neighborhood. 
 

• It would be nice to keep traffic out of the River rim neighborhood – Buck Canyon would 
have less impact on the neighborhood and community. 
 

• No parking area at River Rim Park, Please.  Preserve the quiet neighborhood in river Rim.  
Please add garbage cans for dog waste.  Thanks! 

 
• In River Rim, trail access without parking would be preferred.  Increased traffic through the 

neighborhood would not be appreciated and could be potentially dangerous for local kids at 
the park or walking to and from school. 

 
• My husband and I purchased our home in River rim because of the quiet, friendly and safe 

community.  We are the original owner of this property.  Prior to purchasing our home we 
were informed that the path immediately behind us was to be an unimproved walking path 
to the Deschutes River for River Rim residents.  The path would remain gravel and there 
was not to be any vehicular traffic for the trail in this area. 



 
I have very strong objections to the proposed plans that use of the trail be greatly 
expanded and that there will be an adjacent parking lot to River Rim homes.  The 
parking lot will basically be “in my backyard” because my home is only 5-1/2’ from 
our path.  A parking lot behind River rim homes will result in decreased property values to 
our homes, decreased privacy, safety and security, but it will increase noise and traffic. 

 
River Rim homeowners maintain our “private roads” with our homeowners dues.  The cost 
for street repairs will significantly increase because of the increase of vehicles driving on 
River rim Drive. 
 
The safety of River Rim residents is high on our priority list.  Many children play at the park 
along River Rim Drive, and your proposal, traffic will increase and potentially bring harm to 
our children, grandchildren and adult residents. 
 
The expanded trail, parking lot and bridge across the river should definitely be 
placed in another area that is not well-established and densely inhabited as River 
Rim Community, 
 
Please do not ruin our quiet, safe, and family-friendly River Rim. 
 

• If a trailhead with parking must be set, I believe that Buck Canyon or River Rim are fine. I 
don't think a trailhead with parking is 100% mandatory as the neighborhood users should 
walk or bike. 
 

• We are strongly opposed to having a parking area next to River Rim Park. 
 

• The roads within River rim are private and homeowners pay to maintain them.  We’re not 
sure everyone is aware of that.  Because of the potential additional expense we do not 
favor any parking within this community.  Most residents would not need a parking lot in 
any case.  Only people coming from other areas.  Your survey results seem to show that 
the great majority would walk or bike to the trail (a much cheaper option all around).  Maybe 
you could use the extra money to build a bio-toilet at the bridge. 

  
Buck Canyon Parking 
 
• While I specified that I don't think trailhead parking is necessary, I also think it should be 

kept in mind for future development if needed. I can see this trail and bridge access 
becoming very popular in Bend, and if folks don't have a place to park, they'll park right on 
River Rim Dr and Buck Canyon Rd. So, trailhead parking could be a future project, but the 
most important thing is the trail and bridge themselves. Also, given that we do trailhead 
parking, it makes the most sense to me to have it off of Buck Canyon Rd, because 1) River 
Rim Dr has enough traffic already and 2) parking off of Buck Canyon would be closer to the 
bridge. Thank you for allowing us to give input. I'll be there for sure on 4/17. 
 

• Buck Canyon must be paved – no exceptions – have you driven down this road?  Pave it 
please. 

 
• Parking should be closer to the river.  Buck Canyon Rd is a very un-approved and old right-

of-way from Hwy 97 west.  This county road should be studied by Deschutes County and 



ODOT for the future as the Bill Healy Bridge will be over capacity soon!  Brookswood and 
the Century Drive roundabout will be major traffic problems; also, with the new OSU 
campus, east and west traffic will need a new bridge someday! 

 
• Put both trailheads in.  Since I live on Buck Canyon near the proposed trailhead, I am 

concerned about the impact of traffic.  In particular, I am concerned about the dust that 
would be kicked up by the increased traffic.  Also, the condition of Buck Canyon Rd. is 
pretty awful at times.  Hopefully these concerns can be addressed.  That said, I would be 
delighted to have such a handy access to the west side DRT heading up to Benham Falls. 

 
• If a parking area is located on Buck Canyon near the Cinder Cone, there are two major 

problems: 1) Your map shows a road from Buck Canyon to the west to River Bend Drive 
that does not exist as a named road.  2) There is no river access at the north end of River 
Bend Drive.  In fact the only river access from River Bend Drive is currently blocked.  So, 
how would folks get to the river from the parking area on Buck Canyon? 

 
• Since there is less development off of Buck Canyon Rd. it seems like that would be a better 

location for parking.  We live in River Rim and suspect that residents here would not be in 
favor of parking for a trailhead near River Rim Park. 

 
• As River bend Estates property owners, we contribute to the cost of maintaining Buck 

Canyon Road.  This questionnaire states that you do not anticipate needing to pave Buck 
Canyon Road if the proposed parking area is located adjacent to the Cinder Cone.  Did 
your consulting team provide an estimate of the increase in traffic on Buck Canyon Road 
should the proposed parking area be located adjacent to the Cinder Cone?  To offset the 
increased cost of maintaining Buck Canyon Road due to increased traffic, will the Bend 
Park and Recreation district contribute to the cost of maintaining Buck Canyon Road? 

 
• If a parking area ends up on Buck Canyon I do believe that paving would be necessary. 

 
• You need to pave Buck Canyon, all the traffic will make it rutted.  All users need parking, 

not everyone can walk or ride and if they have kayaks or rafts they need parking.  I do not 
like how River Rim has almost no parking – it’s unfriendly for most of us – I didn’t know the 
Parks system would favor Elk Meadow folks but not much else (anyone out of the area).  I 
would love to see easy parking and access to all parks and trails, it just makes sense.  
There are older folks and handicap folks who also would love to use these parks and trails.  
Buck Canyon road has always been steep and rutted – every once in a great while it was 
graveled and graded but it only takes one winter to make it hard on a lot of nicer and 
smaller rigs. 
 

• The parking lot should be at the southern location as most users would be going south into 
USFS trails and south along the river as there is no outlet at River Rim Park.  There is 
already enough use/parking at the river Rim Park area on River Rim Dr. due to kayaking 
and fishing. Any additional use for the new trail and bridge should be off Buck Canyon! 

 
• Buck Canyon Rd west of Brookswood is a gravel road in poor condition.  Just the lite traffic 

of residents on it cause large ruts and puddles.  Any increase in traffic will just make the 
situation worse.  I live on Buck Canyon and urge the District to weight the extreme impact 
to residents and their residents and their roads over a few non-residents.  If Parks paves 
Buck Canyon to the trail head, then I would be in 100% support of it.  The condition of the 



road has been a recent topic of conversation with the River Bend Estates Road District 
which Buck Canyon Rd. is a part of.  Any increased usage would make the road worse and 
leave us residents to pay for it, financially and by driving on it.  So unless the Parks is 
willing to pave Buck Canyon Rd., no trailhead or parking lot should be built on the east side 
of Buck Canyon or use Buck Canyon as access. 

 
• I live on Goldenwood Ct. in River Rim.  I do not want to look out at a parking lot and 

portable toilet from my backyard!  If you have to have parking on Buck Canyon, move it 
further west, closer to the river and proposed bridge so we don’t have to look at it.  Do not 
even think about putting a trail through our property to the Cinder Cone! 

 
• Should pave Buck Canyon.  River Rim already has too much traffic on narrow private 

streets, parking would be too tight in this higher-density area and would create too much 
extra traffic.  However, residents in the area should not have all the extra dust from Buck 
Canyon NOT being paved, air quality issue would be ridiculous.  Buck Canyon should be 
paved.  Should be parking on both sides of river eventually. 

 
• Opposed to Buck Canyon parking.  If parking is necessary, the River Rim parking is 

preferable. 
 

• Buck Canyon was to be paved and developed before the economy crashed.  We have 
hope that the plans for the development will continue to happen.  Parking needs to be in an 
area that is already established and has available room. 

 
• Buck canyon parking would be much safer for kids commuting to school. 

 
• If the parking area is placed off of Buck Canyon, it should be placed as far west as 

possible, down towards the draw, so it is out of the direct sight-line of the homes bordering 
that property. 

 
• The residents of River Bend Drive don’t want the cul-de-sac to become a parking lot. 

 
• Buck Canyon residents will do much to undermine access there, such as creating monster 

potholes or falling trees on the parking lot (they mostly drive bigger trucks, pack heat and 
are skilled in the use of chainsaws) and there will be years of friction if outsiders start 
driving and parking there. The residents I know are already super fired up about people 
driving through. Why do you think that hill is always so torn up? It’s not just rain events! 
Few residents welcome outsiders driving through their neighborhoods to access recreation, 
but I think it would be far less contentious for y’all to put a trailhead at River Rim Park on 
the South East side of the roundabout area, away from that uptight gated community 
nearer the river. 

 
• Location of proposed parking off Buck Canyon – How would people access the river trail 

from there?  They can get to the Cinder Cone but from there they cross into private 
property (Thompson) before getting to the wildlife sanctuary. 


