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The Bend Park and Recreation District’s (district) Deschutes 
River Access and Habitat Restoration Plan is the guiding 
document for river access and habitat restoration for an 
approximate ten-year implementation timeframe. This 
plan addresses residents’ and visitors’ desire to recreate 
in the river, as well as improve riparian habitat along the 
river’s edge. 

With 25 district-designated access points, and nearly 100 
user-created access points, the plan sets out to address the 
complementary needs of improving access and habitat at 
14 riverfront parks owned or managed by the district. Two 
additional riverfront parks have design and construction 
projects already underway and are not addressed in this 
plan. The projects identified in this document are based 
upon the needs, desires and ideas identified by the 
community over a two-year public engagement process. 
The district used a data-driven approach, incorporating a 
number of data sources into the analysis. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THE PLAN GOALS INCLUDE:

IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE PROJECTS THAT BALANCE HABITAT 
RESTORATION AND USER ACCESS

ENGAGE DIVERSE STAKEHOLDERS TO INFORM THE PLAN

IMPROVE AND CONSOLIDATE EXISTING ACCESS POINTS 

DEVELOP A FISCALLY SOUND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

ABOVE: The South Canyon Reach 

 of the Deschutes River Trail. 
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Randy Welsh,  
Bend resident  

& focus group member

The Deschutes River 
is such a treasure for 
Bend that how we 
collectively decide 
to manage river 
access is essential 
to protect the 
river, provide for 
recreation use and 
enhance living for 
each of us.   

The district acknowledges the unequal access to 
parks, trails and programs that exists within the 
community, and has considered how to promote 
equity for all park users in this plan. While there is 
more work to be done, this plan has made strides 
towards addressing equitable access through 
outreach to historically marginalized populations 
and by prioritizing projects in part, based on the 
demographics of the surrounding communities.  

The planning process included three distinct 
phases: data collection, project identification 
and analysis, and plan development. Community 
members provided input during each phase, 
culminating in over 4,000 touchpoints with 
residents including meetings, correspondence, and 
survey participation. Also critical to the planning 
process was the focus group - representing 14 
community organizations, as well as district staff.  

The plan recommends 27 access and habitat 
restoration projects. These projects include 
systemwide recommendations, as well as location 
specific projects at 10 of the riverfront parks. Overall, 
the projects balance the need for enhanced access 
and habitat improvement, and will facilitate 
accomplishment of the plan’s goals. 

Projects are anticipated to be implemented over 
approximately the next decade. While projects will 
be funded through the district’s operating budget, 
most projects will require support from outside 
sources such as grants or community partnerships. 
Projects in this plan are described at a conceptual 
level and the feasibility of individual projects will be 
studied further during project implementation. The 
project list is anticipated to be a living document 
that can be updated in response to changing 
community preferences or project feasibility. When 
appropriate, the district will seek additional input 
from the community as it designs and implements 
specific projects.  

“

“
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Map 4. Project Locations Map
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POTENTIAL PROJECTS

What follows is a list of 27 projects included in Draft Deschutes River Access and Habitat Restoration Plan 
(plan). These projects were developed through input by a focus group representing 14 diverse organizations, 
community members and BPRD staff. This is the third draft of potential projects, and part of the continued 
conversation regarding plan content.  All changes from the second draft are signified with bold text. This list 
will be reviewed by the focus group, the Bend Park and Recreation District (BPRD) board, and the public this 
summer as part of the draft plan public review and input process.  

1. Would the project protect, create or enhance habitat? 

2. Would the project improve existing access or create a new access point? 

3. Would the project be eligible for grants and partnerships? 

4. Would the project advance equity in the community? 

5. Would the project address expressed community needs? 

6. Would the project address safety and facility risks? 

Based upon the evaluation, the projects were grouped into three categories: high, medium and low priority. 
Of the 27 potential projects, 11 were ranked high priority, 12 were ranked medium priority and 4 were ranked 
low priority. The results of the evaluation process are not intended to be a strict prescription of the order 
in which projects should be developed. As such, the prioritization process does not dictate the Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP), rather it helps to inform when each project should be added to the CIP.  

Funding for these projects will come from the general fund and it is anticipated that many, if not all of 
these projects will require some element of partnership and/or grant funding in order to move forward. The 
goal of the plan is to implement all of these projects over the course of the document’s planning horizon; 
however, this will be contingent upon identifying successful partnerships and/or grants to facilitate project 
implementation.  
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System Wide Ideas: 

1. Implement a consistent signage and educational approach for all district river access properties. 
This should include multi-lingual signage. Kiosks with information about river and riparian zone 
restoration and protection would be useful at some river parks. (High Priority).  

2. Provide outreach and education with partners to make parks more welcoming to all. Riverbend 
and Harmon parks were identified as potential locations (High Priority). 

3. Expand volunteer ambassador program to include high use river parks (High Priority). 

4. Expand the adopt-a-trail program to support the use of designated trails along the river. (High 
Priority). 

River Rim Park  

5. Consolidate access to 1 or 2 access points to protect and enhance remaining sensitive habitat, 
and armor those areas to reduce erosion.  Improve safety and aesthetics of irrigation station 
(Medium Priority). 

6. Designate a loop trail to direct visitors. Add seating as appropriate (Low Priority). 

7. Modify steep trail to be more sustainable, make drainage improvements (Low Priority). 

Farewell Bend Park, South 

8. Determine which of the existing 35 (including 6 at Cedarwood Trailhead) access points should 
be improved and which should be closed. Implement applicable projects. (High Priority). 

9. Improve access from the sidewalk on the southeast side of the Bill Healy bridge to the 
Deschutes River Trail. (Medium Priority). 

Farewell Bend Park, Cedarwood Trailhead 

10. Formalize the trail leading to the Deschutes River Trail and restore surrounding areas. (Medium 
Priority). 

Farewell Bend Park, North 

11. Complete a parking analysis for parking proximate to Farewell Bend and Riverbend Parks to 
determine how best to adequately address parking needs for these parks (Medium Priority).  

12. If supported by the parking analysis, the district should increase parking for park users by 
changing parallel parking to angled parking.  In addition, a loading zone should be added. 
(Medium Priority). 

13. Close fence gaps at the picnic shelters to eliminate user-created access points and reestablish 
habitat. (Medium Priority). 

14. Improve existing canoe launch to address erosion (High Priority). 

15. Address erosion at the beach, including exploring alternatives to sand, while also maintaining a 
portion of sandy beach area. Improve accessibility to the water at the beach (Medium Priority). 

16. Evaluate additional restoration options to enhance the existing wetland restoration project 
adjacent to the boardwalk, to improve conditions for the Oregon Spotted Frog and other 
species. Implement, as applicable. (Medium Priority). 

Riverbend Park 

17. Improve beach accessibility including addition of an accessible boat launch. Enlarge beach as 
necessary to allow for multiple uses.   (High Priority). 

18. Provide permanent off-leash dog water access with the exact location to be determined (High 
Priority). 
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McKay Park 

19. Plant trees along the fish ladder section (floater channel) within the fenced area to provide 
shade. (Medium Priority). 

Miller’s Landing Park  

20. Close and revegetate existing downstream access, while redesigning the boardwalk access for 
safety and improved access. (High Priority). 

Columbia Park  

21. Improve existing designated access point to facilitate safe access and improve the bank stability 
and riparian environment. Close downstream user created access point by replacing single-rail 
fence with more protective fence to eliminate user created access and improve vegetation in 
flattened grass area (High Priority). 

Harmon Park  

22. Improve the dock so it’s more stable and provides easier access in and out of the water. (Low 
Priority).  

First Street Rapids Park  

23. River Left - Close user-created access points to protect vegetation and the trail. Scope will 
addition of fencing and revegetation. (High Priority).  

24. River Right - Evaluate consolidation and improvement of access points and implement 
applicable projects. (Medium Priority).   

Sawyer Park 

25. Armor 1-2 access points and close other redundant access points along the Fisherman’s Trail 
(Medium Priority).   

26. Define trail system, and eliminate duplicate and social trails (Medium Priority).   

Riley Ranch Nature Reserve 

27. Designate 1-2 additional access points where high use is observed (Low Priority). 
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